3.5 Deputy S.Y. Mézec of St. Helier of the SolicitdGeneral regarding the disclosure
of information by the Viscount’'s Department in thebankruptcy case of the former
Deputies Pitman:

Given that the Viscount's Department has now stdked the media were provided with
information in the bankruptcy case of the formeptges Pitman on the condition that it was
confidential and could not be broadcast or pubtiskéhat action, if any, is the Viscount able
to take as those conditions were broken?

Mr. H. Sharp Q.C., H.M. Solicitor General:

A bankruptcy is a process that involves the Royalr€ If parties involved in an ongoing
legal process are unable to resolve their diffegsnthen it may be that the Royal Court will
be invited to do so. Such matters are for thegmrpossibly the court, but, with respect, this
is not an appropriate subject for political debate¢he States Assembly. | decline to make
any further comment on the facts of a particulaeca

3.5.1 Deputy S.Y. Mézec:

| am trying to keep my questions as far away from facts of the case and simply use it to
illustrate as an example. Would the Solicitor Gaheonsider the publication of personal

information, including income tax details, to bebieach of Article 8 under the E.C.H.R.

(European Convention on Human Rights) right to goiv and, if that is the case, what
recourse would a wronged party have under Jerseinléhat occasion?

The Solicitor General:

The reality of this question is | am being askeddoment on a particular case and | decline
to do so.

Deputy M. Tadier:

Can | ask a point of order? If the question hasnbeiled in order, then surely an answer
should be forthcoming to a question which is ineord

The Deputy Bailiff:

It is always open to a person who is the subjec¢hefquestion to decline to answer. What
consequences flow from that flow from that.

3.5.2 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

In fact, | wonder why the Solicitor General everthass coming to the Assembly if he will
not answer questions. However, can | ask him -thisdis a general question, not about this
particular case - can | ask what protocols or wd@tuments there are that lay down the
procedures on what should be done? If there aramg when will they produce some?

The Solicitor General:

| do not understand the question. | do not knovatwdrotocols are being referred to or who
was supposed to be producing them.

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

| will try and explain further. We have a case vehdata has been given out. What | would
like to know is what rules are there from the Visetis Office for giving out data, personal
data or any data for that matter. What are thesroégarding the disclosure of data? Are
they written down? Are they available for everyptal see? If so, where are they?

The Solicitor General:



The question just began: “We have a case wherenaon was given out” so again | am
just being asked about a particular case.

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

With respect, | am asking a general question. ulditike to know has the Viscount's Office
published anything and where is it? Becausedb#s not exist, you need to know that you
have got it wrong.

The Deputy Bailiff:

| think that last part was unnecessary, Deputinifly say so, but the question was a general
one, Solicitor General. As it is not your depamingou may not know the answer to it, but
the question was a general one: what protocoknyf are available through the Viscount’s
Department for the publication of data?

The Solicitor General:

| do not know off the top of my head. All | woukhy is the Viscount is, of course,
accountable to the Royal Court.

3.5.3 Deputy M. Tadier:

Again, as a general principle, could the Solici@eneral answer why one would give out
information that is confidential to a third partg,this case ... perhaps a media entity, on the
condition that they cannot use that for broadcgstimd disseminating?

The Deputy Bailiff:

| am not sure, Deputy, in the light of the previ@amswers that you can say it is a general
guestion when you say in this case the media.

Deputy M. Tadier:

Let us try again, shall we? Is it normal practice confidential information to be given to
third parties if they agree not to use it?

The Solicitor General:
That all depends on the facts of the case.
3.5.4 Deputy S.Y. Mézec:

| have the wording from my first supplementary diggswritten in front of me and it did not
specifically refer to any case. | think the SabciGeneral decided he was not going to
answer it before | asked it. So let us talk hypttally. If there were a situation where the
Viscount gave the media access to details, explgiitiwas public interest disclosure, and
then one month later wrote and said: “Actually, thisrmation provided was meant to be
confidential, not for public disclosure” what recee do members of the public have when
they are messed about by States Departments Ig&e th

The Deputy Bailiff:

Standing Orders prohibit the asking of hypothetagatstions. We come to question 6, which
Deputy Mézec will ask of the Minister for HealthdaBocial Services. Deputy Mézec?

Deputy M.R. Higgins:
Sorry, | was a bit distracted by thinking about ldwt one.
The Deputy Bailiff:



Sorry, Deputy Higgins, it is not you. It is numb@&r Deputy Mézec is going to ask a
guestion of the Minister for Health and Social $ezs.

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

My apologies, | really was carried away.aughter]



